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Preface 
 
The objective of developing this material is merely to lead students’ attention 
to improve their skills in writing a report which can be further used either in their 
university’s tasks or in their future careers. With this adequate knowledge, students 
will be able to communicate their ideas in the form of written language in petroleum 
engineering (PE) areas because they will be engaged more in writing reports in their 
future careers. The materials appropriate to the students’ needs are not always 
available for PE students, therefore, it is significant to develop and compile more 
suitable materials in how to write a report based on the students’ needs (Lakawa, 
2007).  
This teaching material is equipped with several reading passages as authentic 
materials which were mostly taken from various sources available in the field of PE. 
By providing authentic materials, students will be exposed to real language, which are 
being used in real context although the focus is quite specific (Jordan, 1997). At the 
same time, students will be highly motivated to study giving the sense of achievement 
when the texts are understood so that they will be encouraged for further reading 
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How to Use This Material 
 
This material is directed to petroleum engineering students at Trisakti 
University in particular and at other universities in Indonesia.  This material is 
developed in order to meet students’ specific needs especially in developing the writing 
ability in the field of English for Specific Purposes (ESP). The material is aimed at: 
▪ providing students with opportunities to express specific concepts, by 
reformulating and discussing topics in their own words while developing sentences 
and writing paragraph on the topic being discussed. 
▪ developing students’ creative thinking by reading various materials in the field of 
petroleum engineering.  
▪ developing their writing skill by writing specific report in the field of petroleum 
engineering. 
 
The material is divided into several chapters. Each chapter covers petroleum 
engineering students’ needs. The materials being used are merely authentic materials 
from various cultural backgrounds coupled with some related exercises.  
▪ The first two chapters aim to enhance students’ basic understnding in grammatical 
structure of English as the basic in developing the other skills.    
▪ The second two chapters aims to improve students’ advanced skills to think in 
English and in writing by finding out new ideas, facts, and experiences from the 
reading texts. 
▪ The third two chapters aims to help students to practice English in a non-English 
speaking country in improving their speaking skills in the form of formal 
presentation. 
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1. Simple sentences 
A simple sentence has only one clause: 
▪ The students were working on the project diligently. 
▪ All the teachers are writing on their research. 
▪ Prima needed to study at petreoleum engineering very hard. 
A simple sentence contains a subject and a verb. It expresses a single 
complete thought that can stand on its own. 
 
Examples: 
▪ The PE students study mathematics. 
▪ Mrs. Rebecca’s intelligent students finish and submit in their papers. 
▪ Shinta and Rama work too much and felt tired. 
2. Compound sentences 
A compound sentence has two independent clauses. An independent clause 
is a part of a sentence that can stand-alone because it contains a subject and 
a verb and expresses a complete thought. Basically, a compound contains 




(We worked hard) and (finished the job)  
(We worked hard) and (finished the job), then (we went home) 
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The clauses in a compound sentence are joined by coordinating 
conjunctions: 
 
Prima shouted and everybody waved. 
We looked everywhere but we couldn’t find him. 
The students are coming by car so they should be here soon. 
 




3. Complex sentences 
A complex sentence is an independent clause joined by one or more 
dependent clauses. A dependent clause either lacks a subject or a verb or 
has both a subject and a verb that does not express a complete thought. A 
complex sentence always has a subordinator (as, because, since, after, 
although, when) or relative pronouns (who, that, which). 
 
Examples: 
▪ After eating lunch at the canteen, Andra went to university sport centre 
to exercise. 
▪ Her father died when she was very young 
Her father died (main clause)  
when (subordinating conjunction)  
she was very young (adverbial clause) 
▪ She had a difficult childhood because her father died when she was 
very young.  
She had a difficult childhood (main clause)  
because (subordinating conjunction)  
her father died (adverbial clause)  
when (subordinating conjunction)  
she was very young (adverbial clause). 
 
▪ Although a few snakes are dangerous, most of them are quite harmless 
Although (subordinating conjunction)  
some snakes are dangerous (adverbial clause)  
most of them are harmless (main clause). 
 
A sentence can contain both subordinate and coordinate clauses: 
for – and – nor –– but –– or – yet – so  
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Although Sandra has always lived in Jakarta, she speaks fluent 
English because her mother was British and her father was 
Indonesian.  
▪ Although (subordinating conjunction) 
▪ Sandra has always lived in Jakarta (adverbial clause),  
▪ she speaks fluent English (main clause)  
▪ because (subordinating conjunction)  
▪ her mother was British (adverbial clause) 
▪ and (coordinating conjunction)  
▪ her father was Indonesian (adverbial clause). 
There are seven types of adverbial clauses: 
  COMMON CONJUNCTIONS 
Contrast clauses Although; though; eventhough; while; 
Reason clauses Because; since; as 
Place clauses Where; wherever; everywhere 
Purpose Clauses So that; so; because + want 
   So that; so … that; such … that 
Time clauses 
When; before; after; since; while; as; as soon 
as; by the time; until 
Conditional clauses If; unless; provided (that); as long as 
4. Compound-Complex Sentences 
A compound-complex sentence is made of two independent clauses and one 
or more dependent clauses. 
Examples: 
a) Although I like to go camping, I haven't had the time to go lately, and I 
haven't found anyone to go with. 
▪ independent clause: "I haven't had the time to go lately" 
▪ independent clause: "I haven't found anyone to go with" 
▪ dependent clause: "Although I like to go camping... " 
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b) We decided that the movie was too violent,  but our children who like to  
watch scary movies, thought that we were wrong 
▪ independent clause: "We decided that the movie was too violent" 
▪ independent clause: "(but) our children thought that we were wrong" 
▪ dependent clause: who like to watch scary movies  
Compound-complex sentences are very common in English, but one mistake 
that students often make is to try to write them without having mastered 
the simple sentences, compound sentences, and complex sentences first. 
 
c) After the two soccer players lost their game, they joined their other 
teammates for lunch, and they went to the movies.  
d) The man believed in the system, and he knew that justice would prevail 






Underline the two independent clauses in each of these 
compound sentences. Circle the coordinating conjunction 
that joins them. 
 
Video games are fun and challenging so it is easy to spend too much time 




Each underlined part could be a sentence by itself. The 
coordinating conjunction so is used to join them into a single 
sentence. 
  
▪ The dangers of smoking are well known, yet many people continue to 
smoke anyway.  
▪ It's important to put your goals in writing, but you must also be 
committed to achieving them. 
▪ An assignment notebook helps you stay organized, so you should 
consider using one. 
▪ You will be able to see better if you sit at the front of the classroom, and 
you will also be able to hear better. 











I. Exercise on Sentence and Clause 
Use a coordinating conjunction to join each pair of the independent clauses 
into a compound sentence. 
1. The house was destroyed in the fire but the whole family was saved. 
2. Walking through the wood, he saw a fox that was following him. 
3. If I do not get this job, I will start a business. 
4. He said that he was so disappointed that he would not try again. 
5. The men who rule the world with their pens are mightier than those who 
rule the world with their swords. 
6. The evil that men do lives after them. 





The dictionary contains definitions of words. 
It also contains a great deal of other information. 
  
The dictionary contains definitions of words, and it also contains a great 
deal of other information. 
  
  
1. Spelling is hard for many people. 
There are techniques for improving spelling. 
2. Tony is an excellent student. 
He received a scholarship. 
3. The library is a quiet place to study. 
Many students prefer to study at home. 
4. Some rivers are endangered. 
Many people are working to protect them. 
5. Wear your seatbelt. You might be injured. 
 
  
II. Exercise on Sentence and Clause 
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8. Neither the color nor the design of this cloth appeals to me. 
Fill in the blank spaces below with these conjunctions (so, so that, by the 
time; since; provided; while; that; wherever; the way) 
 
1. I'll go _______ I can sit in the front. 
2. I like _______ she sings. 
3. _______ I am, I always think of you. 
4. She never leaves home without a crossword _______ she doesn’t get 
bored. 
5. _______ I get to New York, he’ll be gone. 
6. _______ I have nothing to say, I shall remain silent. 
7. It rained  _______ much  _______ the streets were soon flooded. 
8. _______ they may look cute, they don’t make very good pets. 
 
(Elder, J. Entryways into College Reading and Learning. Copyright © 2008 The 
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